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ABSTRACT

Argumentation is basically the art of influencing others through the medium of
reasoned discourse. This research deals with how rhetorical strategies are employed
in reasoned discourses especially those written in mass media read by international
readers. The reasoning must be based on the principles of claim presentation. The
evidences used to support the claim become significant as they portray issues in
Islamic countries. Employing descriptive qualitative design, this research exam-
ines the writer’s opinion column and world view section in Newsweek Interna-
tional Magazine published currently. The analysis is made on the claim, method of
defense as well as the rhetorical strategies employed in organizing the ideas of the

argument.
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1. Introduction
1.1 Research Context

“Oyewho believe! Fear God, and (al-
ways) say aword directed totheRight!” (Q.S.
a-Ahzab: 70)

Sayingsomethingrightisnotasmplething
bothinord andwrittenforms, particularly when
it dealswith Idamicdiscusson. Ininternationa
media, thediscussonof Idamamong non-Mos-
lem can betrapped into two choices, between
objectivity and subjectivity. Indeed, Idamicdis
cussion has been one of the prominent issues
exploredinmany discourses. Bothinoral and
wri-tten discourses, thisdiscussion variesinits
agpectsreaedto different perspectivesviewed
by Modem or non-Modem society. Inwritten
discoursesthe discussion becomesmoreinte-
resting asargumentationisinvolved.
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Itisnot much to say that argumentisa
cavilizinginfluence, thevery bassof democratic
order. Inrepressiveregimes, coercion, which
may expressitself inanumber of reprehen-
sibleforms, isafavored meansof removing
oppositionto establishment ‘truth’. Infree so-
cieties, argument and debate remain the pre-
eminent means of arriving at concession
(Rottenberg, 1997:9).

One of the objectivesof argumentation
ISsto show the addressee that the speaker or
writer hascertain perspectiveinviewing apar-
ticular topic. Thisisin line with Campsall
(2006:13) that aspeaker or writer might not
agree with another’sview but that does not
maketheopinionwrongtowhole, itjust proves
itself to bedifferent. Further, heaso explains
that what differentiatesan argumentationfrom
persuasionisonitsobjective. Theformer puts
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forward aconvincing point of view and sup-
portsfor it. Whilethelater triestowinthear-
gument by having single-minded goa andin-
volving emotiona convictionthet theviewpoint
istherigh choice.

Therehasbeen adifferent description of
argumentativewriting. Kies (2006:7) assumes
thet anargumentativewriter istheonly onewho
has permissionto speak. What countsthenis
hisability to createasense of interior debate,
of alowing other voicesand maintaining equi-
librium among those voices. Further, he be-
lievesthat argumentativewritingisamatter of
fairnessand reasonableness.

Therdevant sudiesused asgtarting points
of this research are Rhetorical Analysis on
JakartaPost Headlines (Suryanto, 1997) and
Intertextual Analysis of English Textbook
(Sukarsono, 2002). Research on argumenta-
tivewriting, which specificaly focusesonclam
of fact, hasnot been exploredin depth. There-
fore, theclamof factinthearticlesonissuesof
Idamic countriesbecomessgnificant tobeana:
lyzed. Thedataaretakenfrom Newsweek in-
ternational magazine, whichusesEnglishandhas
larger coverage of readersaswell aswriters.

1.2 Research Focus

1. Howdothewritersof thearticlesonis
suesof Idamic countriesin Newsweek
introducetheir clamsof fact?

2. How dothey defend their clamsof fact?

1.3 Research Objective

1. Toidentify themethod used by thewrit-
ersof theldamicarticlesonissuesof |s-
lamic countriesin Newsweek inintroduc-
ingtheir clamsof fact

2. To present description of the waysthe
writersdefend their claimsof fact

1.4 Research Significance

Thisresearchisexpectedtogivevauable
contributiontheoreticdly tothefield of argumen-
tativewriting and discourseanalysis. Wheress,
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aspractical contribution, thefinding of there-
searchwill beahe pful referencefor thosewho
need to sharpentheir argumentativewriting skill
aswdl| aswrittenrhetorica strategies. In addi-
tion, it can beused asworthy referencefor fu-
tureresearchersof Smilar arees.

2. Review of Related Literature
2.1 Argumentative Writing

Theart of argumentation isnot an easy
kill toacquire. Many peoplemight think that if
onesmply hasan opinion, onecanargueit ef-
fectively, and thesefolksare alwayssurprised
when others do not agree with them because
their logic seemsso correct. Additionaly, writ-
ersof argumentation often forget that their pri-
mary purposeinanargumentisto“win” it—to
sway thereader to accept their point of view. It
iseasy to name, easy toignorethepoint of view
or research of others, and extremely easy to
accept one' sown opinion asgospd, evenif the
writer hasnot checked hisor her premiseina
coupleof years(Craswell, 2005:6).

Argument isatype of academic writing
thought of asan appeal to reasoninwhicha
writer developsaposition, sometimescalleda
point of view or thes's, on atopic or question.
Taking aposition meanstheexploration of is-
sue(Craswell, 2005:6). According to Kaufer
et.al., issuemeansatopic that sparkscontro-
versy within acommunity of speakers, read-
ersand writers. It createsatensoninthecom-
munity, adiscontent or dissatisfactionwith the
statusquo (in Craswell, 2005:12).

Inargumentativewriting, thewriter’ sabil-
ity to create asense of interior debate, of al-
lowing other voicestheir say and maintaining
equilibrium among those voi ces has become
themajor point. Itisamatter of fairnessand
reasonableness (Kies, 2006:8).

Another foremost rule of argumentative
isstated by Irvine (1997:8). First, thewriter
should writeto beread, not to “ express one-
self”. Second, he should meet the reader’s/
audience's expectations for the genre heis
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writing. Third, he should develop his*voice’
asrdiableand authoritative.

2.2 Claims

Inan argumentativewriting, theclamis
thethesisstatement that answersthequestion
of what thewriter istryingto prove. Thereare
threeprincipd kindsof clam, namdy: daimsof
fact, of valueand of policy. Claimsof fact as-
sert that acondition hasexisted, exist, or will
exist and are based on facts or data that the
audiencewill acoept asbeing objectively verifi-
able. For example: Horse racing is the most
dangerous sport. Claim of value attempt to
provethat somethingsaremoreor lessdesir-
ablethan others. They expressapprova or dis-
gpprova of sandardsof tasteand mordlity. For
example: Ending a patient’s life intentionally
is absolutely forbidden on moral grounds.
Claim of policy assert that specific policies
should beinstituted as solutionsto the prob-
lems. The expression should, must or ought
to, usually appearsin the statement. For ex-
ample: Prisons should be abolished because
they are crime manufacturing concerns.

AsKies(2006:14) notes, what differen-
tiatesargument and opinionisthe presence of
clam. Atfirst glance, it may seemthat argu-
mentative essaysare merely asking thewriter
towritehigher opinion, sSincetheremay beno
sngle”correct” way toanswer thecrucid ques-
tionsraised by controversd subjects. Thecru-
cd differenceisthat anargument shoul d present
aclam (anopinion) supported by reasoningand
evidence, which persuadesthereader that the
thessisavalid one. Anopinionisan assertion
that isnot supported by logic or evidence

3. Research Method
Thedesignemployedisdescriptivequdi-
tativeanayzing thetypeof introductory para-
graph and method of claim defense. It de-
scribes the claims of fact presented by the
writer of articlesonissuesinldamic countries
inNewsweek I nternationa magazine published
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inJanuary toAugust 2006 inthesactionof World
View and Opinion. Thedataof theclaimare
analyzed within rich description on the bases
theresearcher’sinterpretation onthedata.

4. Discussion

Inal thedataanalyzed, thethesis state-
ments or the claims do attempt to prove that
somethingsare more or lessdesirable than
others, nor express approval or disapproval
of standards of taste and morality. They do
not assert either that specific policies should
be instituted as solutions to the problems.
Therefore, theclaimsare considered asserting
that acondition hasexisted, exigts, or will ex-
ist and are based on factsor datathat the au-
diencewill accept asbeing objectively verifi-
able.

Dedingwiththepresentation of theclaim,
therearethreemain points, namely theclaim,
type of introduction and method of devel op-
ment. Theclaimisthemainideathewriters
want to bring forward to develop inthedis-
cussion. In the data, the claims of fact pre-
sented relate with theissuein Islamic coun-
tries, such as Pal estinian democratic process
(data 1); Iran’s nuclear program (data 2);
Irag’'sviolenceand politica change (data3, 4,
6, and 7); Sudan’s conflict (data 5); Iran’s
democratic (data8); Arabworld, Israel and
Iran’sconflicts(data9); Middle East war (data
10); and L ebanon government (data 11).

Theclaimspresent thewriter’ sargument
asan appeal to reasoninwhich awriter de-
velopsaposition, sometimescalled apoint of
view or thesis, on atopic or question. Taking
aposition meanstheexploration of issue. The
analysisfound that thetypesof introduction
used areturn about (data 1 and 3); background
information (data 2, 4, 5 and 10); dramatic
entrance (data 6 and 11); comparison (data
8); and analogy (data9). In turn about, con-
cession on the acknowledgement of oppo-
nent’s argument isused. In the background
information, thewritersuserelevant informa-
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tiontothetopictointroducetheclaim. Inus-
ing thedramatic entrance, thewritersuse nar-
ration by having persond story tovisuaizethe
topic. Comparisonisemployed whenthewriter
presents another condition to be contrasted.
Meanwhile, analogy isused to draw compari-
son to something when thewriter wantsthe
readersto have better comprehension.
Theintroductory paragraph of thedatahas
thefollowing characteridtics introducingtopic,
moving thereader tothemiddle paragraph and
gaining thereaders’ interest. Inthiscase, the
writer of thewholetext do not present any in-
formation on how thetopic will bediscussed
by indicating whether the essay will discuss
causss, effects, reasons, or examplesor whether
the essay will classify, describe, narrate or ex-
plain aprocess. Therefore, the readers must
makeinferencefromthe next paragraph.
Themethod of development employed
by thewritersof argumentativearticlesinthe
magazineismostly on description of example
(datal, 3,4,5,7,9, 10, and 11). Description
of reasonisused indata 2, 6, and 8.
Thearrangement of the argumentative
articlesisingeneral usetheorder consisting of
severd paragraphsasthefollowing:
1) Paragraph 1: Generd introduction of the
problem. It coversthethesis statement,
which statesthewriter’sopinion.
Paragraph 2-3: History of the problem
(including, perhaps, past attempts at a
solution). In this paragraph, source is
needed
Paragraph 4-6: Extent of the problem
(whoisaffected; how badisit, etc.) in
which sourcesare needed
Paragraphs 7-8: Repercussion of the
problem if not solved, which needs
SOUrces.
Paragraphs 9-10: Conclusion stating that
theargument issound.

2)

3

4

5)

Thewriterspull it al together by connect-
ing the argument with thefacts. In addition,
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the writers anticipate objections and make
backgroundinformation.

Based ontheanaysis, theexplicitnessof
theclaim asthefirst criteriaof defending the
claimisnot always shown. Lessthan half of
thedatashowswhat thewriter istryingto prove
that clearly stated, preferably at the beginning
of theessay or article(data3, 4, 5, 7, and 11).
The other 6 dataask the readersto makein-
ferencefromtheir reading.

Asthe second criteriaon whether or not
any termsthat may becontroversd or anbigu-
ousaredefined, smilar phenomenon occurs,
Not morethan half of thedatadefinetheterms
which might beambigious(datal onnational
resistance, data 2 on threats sobering up
neighborhood, data 4 on Iragification, data
5 on Kafka-esque case, and data 7 on De-
Baathification). Amongthemtherearearticles
which mention ambiguoustermsthat till need
to be defined, but the writers expect that the
reader hasalready known about themfor in-
sancethetermsDe-Baathification, SCRI, and
Iragi Mandela in data 3; the term regime
change in data8 and the term buffer zone in
datall.

Concerning the third criteria that, the
writer must make surethat hisevidenceeither
intheform of factsor interpretations of the
facts, fulfill the appropriate criteria. Theevi-
dences are made to be sufficient, accurate,
recent, typical, and the authorities should be
reliable. Based onthedata, theevidencesused
fulfill theabovecriteria

Therearesomeremarksontheevidences
usedinal of thedata. Factsastheevidenceto
convince the reader in defending claims are
foundinal of thedata. Only someof thedata
usethreetypesof evidencesnamely facts, in-
terpretationand opinion (datal, 4,and 7). More
articlesusetwotypesof evidencesnamdy facts
and interpretation (data 2, 3, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11)
without mentioning one sopinion. Besdes, only
onedatum usesfactsand opinionwithout show-
ing any interpretation (data5). Morethan half
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of the data show larger number of factsthan
other typesof evidence (datal, 3,5, 7, 8, and
11). Inaddition, lessthan half of the datashow
larger proportion of interpretation than other
typesof evidencesemployed (data2, 4, 6, 9,
and 10). Thereis none of the data that uses
opinionasthemain evidenceemployed.

Dedling with the next criteria, thewriter
hasto make clear when conclusionsabout the
dataareinferencesor interpretations, not facts.
Theconclusonsof dl thedatadtill refer tothe
clam. Inadditionthewritersalsomentionfina
comment related to theinference made based
onthefacts, but not thefact itself.

Thelast criterionisthat thewriter ought
to arrangetheevidencein order toemphasize
what isthemost important. Theevidenceis
placed at the beginning or the end, the most
emphatic positioninan essay, and given more
spacetoit. In an effectivewriting, thelogical
order of theevidence can bedonein different
methodsasthefollowing:

1) Chronologica order or timeorder. Inthis
order items, events, or givenideas are
arranged in the order in which they oc-
cur. Thismethodisemployed by data 1,
4,5, and 6, which present the evidences
from past to current. Whereas, theevi-
dences presented from current to past
only occur indata 3.

Spatial order. Inthispattern, itemsare
arranged according to their physica po-
sition of relationshipsthat can be applied
to examples, to some comparisons or
some classification. Thismethod isnot
foundinthedata

Climatic order. In this order of impor-
tance, itemsare arranged from theleast
important to themost important. A varia-
tioninthispatterniscalled psychologica
order by deciding what isthe most im-
portant to be put inthebeginning, theless
powerful itemsinthemiddleastheread-
ersusually give most attention to what
comes at the beginning and theend and

2)

3
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lessattentiontowhat isinthemiddle. The
datashow another variation that the evi-
dences are arranged from the most im-
portant to theleast important, for instance
indata2and7.

Topica order. Inthispattern, the organi-
zation emergesfromthetopicitsef aris-
ing from the nature of thetopic. Theor-
der stating the evidencesfrom general to
particular itemsisemployedindata8, 9,
10, and 11.

4)

Therefore, it can be concluded that there
aresimilar tendency of thedatathat employ
thepattern of chronological order andtopical
order.

Fromtheopinion section, inthedataen-
titled“ Hizbullah'sIdentity Criss’, Young asthe
writer mentionstheinferencemadeonthebass
of theissueon Hizbullah'snot being moderate
by thedemocratic process. Thisisfoundinthe
seventh paragraph which saysthefollowing.

Asfor religion, isHizbullahworking to-

ward Idamic stateor not?Nasradlah'sde-

cisonto contest the e ectionsshowed the
party had accepted anon-political sys-
tem. LigeningtoHizbullah' sofficidsthese

days, one hearsblessed little about God,
and very much about theways of men.

The above quotation which becomesim-
portant to noteisasacritic given thewriter
towardtheldamic party. It also establishesthe
writer’ s position against theissue on the de-
creasing Idamicidentity of anlslamic party.
Thisopinion bringsthereadersto arriveat the
conclusion on how worsetheidentity crisis
happensto Hizbullah. Thisstatement also ap-
proves the heading which says “The party
hoped to become the region’s standard-
bearer in the struggle against Israel. Instead,
that role falls to Palestinian groups like
Hamas.” Theheading istaken fromthe sixth
paragraph which functionsasthe el aboration
ontheextent of the problemraised by theis-
sueonldamicmilitarist and politica party.
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Smilar finding aso occursin another data
fromtheopinion sectionnamdy “ CuttingaDedl
withTehran”. Thesrong point of thisarticdlededl's
with the conclus on madeinthelast paragraph,
paragraph eight which saysasthefollowing.

This does not mean that George W.
Bush should rush to Tehran. To the contrary,
it suggests only that Washington leave its
ambitions for regime change to develop-
ments within Iran itself — namely the pros-
perity and sense of internal security that,
in itself; with eventually lead to a new gen-
eration of leadership.

Thecriticto Washington astherepresen-
tation of United Statesbecomestheimportant
point to note. It establishesthat thewriter’ stak-
ingastand ontheway Washington'spolicy has
worsened the issue. This opinion made by
Sarioghalam bringsthereadersto arrive at the
comprehension on the heading which says
“Washington should leave its ambitions for
regime change to developments within Iran
itself — namely the prosperity and sense of
internal security.”” Such criticaso canbefound
inthesection of World View. For inslancethose
made by Zakariain the conclusion paragraph
of thesecond dataentitled “ Timeto Face Redl-
ity onlran” and thefourth dataentitled “ Sepa-
rating Fact from Fantasy”. ThisWorld View
columnig asocriticizesU.S. interferenceonthe
politica issueof thecountry.

Theabovefinding concerning therhetori-
cd gsrategy employed by thewritersisalsord-
evant to thosein the section of World View. In
the second dataentitled “ Timeto Face Redlity
onlran”, Zakariaasthewriter showshowtobe
sriousinplanningfor contralling theregimecha:
ngeinlran.AtthesametimehecriticizesUnited
States, he mentionsthe extent of theissue by
describing theroot of the problem. Itisshown
by the heading which says*“At best, a military
strike would set back Iran’s program a few
tears, inflame public opinion there and unify
the nation in its bid to go nuclear.”” Itistaken
fromthefourth paragraph followingthegenera
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introduction asthe history of the problem.

Thetendency of Zakariatorelatetheis-
sue with Washington also occursin thethird
dataon“How to ExploittheOpening”. Thisis
shown by thefollowing sentences.

The contrast is obvious. The United States
disbanded the Iraqi Army and fired 40,000 bu-
reaucrats after taking over Irag, on the urging
of some — though not all — Shia political lead-
ers. We see the results. For two years now we
have been attempting to reverse course.

It relatesthe phenomenonwith the head-
ing which says “More troops in Baghdad is
agood idea, but true security will need more
than firepower”. Thisheading istaken from
the seventh paragraph asthe elaboration on
the extent of the problem.

Zakaria, inthefourth dataentitled Separat-
ingFactfromFantasy” aritidizes\Washingtonmore
intensaly. Thisisasshowninthesecond para-
graph which says*“The administration’s first,
massive misstep was to occupy a country of
25 people with only 140,000 troops.”” Besides
hed so addsinthethird paragraph* The second
mistake has been a broader one. Washington
tended to see Iraq through a prism of fantasy
rather than reality. It imagined Iraq as a secu-
lar, educated society rather than one composed
of three distinct communities.”

Moreintensaly, thecriticgoestoU.S.is
presented in thefourth paragraph which states
asthefollowing.

When the insurgency began, most ad-
ministration officials saw it as repre-
senting a small band of dead-enders,
supported by vast numbers of foreign-
ers, rather than what it was, a move-
ment largely based in Irag’s Sunni popu-
lation (though of course representing a
minority within it). When the U.S. dis-
banded the Army and de-Baathified the
government, Washington believed that
it was dismantling the apparatus of to-
talitarianism.
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Again, Zakariatriesto put forward the
roleif U.S.inworsening theproblemwhichis
shown by thefollowing statement taken from
thefifth paragraph.

Having decided to create a new Iraqi
Army and police—and fast—theU.S. military
took what volunteersit could. Inafew months,
Washington forced the rapid accel eration of
thetraining schedule, whichmeant putting badly
trained forcesinthefield and, more signifi-
cantly, recruiting membersof theexigting Shia
and Kurdishmilitias.

From the above statementswhich criti-
cizeWashington, it can beinferred that it en-
ablesthereadersto comprehend the heading
which says ““It’s the president who needs to
learn from his mistakes. Hindsight may not
be the only wisdom, but it’s better than op-
erating in the dark.” This opinion is taken
fromthewriter’sfind comment put inthe con-
cluding paragraph.

In another articleentitled “How to Stop
Genocide’, Zakariadoesnot show smilar ten-
dency of criticizing U.S. He putssomeelabo-
ration on thefact around the Sudan’sconflict.
Asseen from the heading saying “ Khartoum
will try corruption, coercion, force, anything
to derail genuine peace talks on the killing
in Darfur, a Sudanese activist warns”, Zaka-
riadoesnot show hisown opinionontheissue.
Theheadingischosenfromthefifth paragraph
astheelaboration nthe extent of the problem.

Zakaria srhetorical strategy isshownin
thesixth detaentitled“ Appedling but not Hope-
ful” showsdifferent way. Using thedramatic
entrance, heintroduceshisargumentwhichaso
relateswith theheading saying “ You see lots of
rough politics and joykeying for power in
Baghdad. But when facing the abyss, you also
see glimpses of leadership.” Thisheading is
taken fromthe seventh paragraph asthe e abo-
ration on the extent of the problem. He does
not mekeacriticismtoanadminisration, but he
repeats the suggestion to negotiate the three
communitiesin Irag to stressthesgnificanceof
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having peacetaks Thissoundssimilar towhat
hehassuggested indatafive.

The seventh articlewritten by Zakaria
entitled “What We Need to Get Right”, cov-
ershisview that the Iraq's problemisbasi-
caly not military but morepolitical. Thehead-
Ing saysthat “If the new prime minister fails,
Mogtada al-Sadr will become the most
powerful man in Iraq™. It actually does not
closdly relateto theclaim that statesthe prob-
leminlragisfundamentally political. Thisin-
formation taken from the conclusionisbasi-
cally astherepercussion on theissueif the
problemisnot solved.

Intheninth data, whichisentitled“ Chick-
ensComing Hometo Roost” ; Khouri employs
asimilar strategy to Zakariaby closing hisar-
gument with thesuggestion to havediplomatic
negotiation asthesolution of the problem. The
heading which says*Israel is like an aging
boxer who packs a mighty punch that is no
longer effective because its intended vic-
tims know how to absorb it” is taken from
thethird paragraph asthe elaboration on the
extent of the problem. Hisconclusion onthe
solutionismentioned asthefollowing.

Instead of a widening regional war, per-
haps someone more sensible than the
current Arab, Israeli and American
leadership would step forward and pro-
pose a regional conference peace con-
ference? If it is based on the equal rights
of all parties, it will succeed; if itis based
on Israel having greater rights to secu-
rity than everyone else in the region, it
will only gives us more chicken to count.

Kepel, thewriter of the tenth data uses
hiscriticismto U.S. inhisarticleentitled “A
MissonAccomplished’. Thecriticismisputin
the heading which says““Washington has be-
come partisan, deaf to Arab views. It has
much (if not most) of its leverage in alien-
ated Arab capitals.” It is taken from the
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fourth paragraph asthe el aboration ontheex-
tent of the problem.

Inthelast data, Baer asthewriter of the
articleentitled “ Appointment in Damascus”
doesnot employ asmilar strategy with Kepdl.
Using the heading which says ““In March |
asked an old friend what he thought would
happen in Lebanon. ‘It’s not Syria problem
anymore’, he told me. “We gave Lebanon
to Iran””” hetendsto employ anarrative open-
ingto attract readers curiousity.

Fromtheaboverhetorica andysis, itcan
be concluded that the main premise stated in
theheading isnot alwaysclosdy related tothe
claim proposed. Most of the heading relates
with the conclusionwhich enablesthereaders
to arrive at themost important rhetoric asthe
basisof thewriter’sargument reflecting the
implication of theclaim proposed.

5. Conclusion
Therearetwo substantial conclusionsof

thisresearch which are made on the basis of

theformul ated problem proposed inthisre-

searchasthefollowing

1. Themethod used by thewritersof thear-
gumentative articlesonissuesin lslamic
countriesin the Newsweek international
meagazineinintroducing their damsof facts
arefunnel, dramatic entrance, turn about,
analogy and comparison. Thefirst type of
introductory ismostly found, meanwhilethe
other two, dramatic entrance and turn about
areused in someof thearticles. Thecom-
parison and analogy arerarely used. None
of the articles uses the method of quota-
tion, question, paradox , definitionand hu-
mor inintroducing theclaimsof fact

2. Theway thewritersdefend their claim of
factsareasthefollowing:

a. Thewritersof lessthan haf of thedata
do not stateexplicitly what thewriter is
trying to provewhichweekenstheclam
defended

b. Most of the writers define the terms

58

whichmight beambiguousathoughthere
aresomearticdleswhichmentionambigu-
oustermsthat still need to be defined.

c. All thewritersusesufficient, accurate,
recent, andtypica evidencesintheform
of facts, interpretation, and opinion. Al
the articles use facts. Only some use
facts, interpretation and opinion at once.
More than half of data show the ten-
dency of using factsthan other typesof
evidence. Morearticlesdo not mention
one'sopinion. Only onearticledoesnot
useinterpretation while half of thear-
ticlesshow larger proportion ontheuse
of interpretation. Thereisnoneof the
articlethat usesopinion asthemainevi-
denceemployed.

d. Thewritershave madeclear when con-
clusionsabout the data areinferences
or interpretations, not facts

e. Thewritersshow similar tendency of
using the pattern of chronological order
and topical order. Some use climatic
order, and none uses spatial order.

Astheformal conclusion, it can bein-
ferred fromtheresearch that agood argumen-
tation onissuesinlslamic countriesor inany
other discourses should have at least thefol -
lowing criteria
a. Stating theclaimexplicitly toemphasize
what thewriter istrying to provewhich can
also bestated inthe heading. Itisprefer-
ably a thebeginning of theessay or article.

b. Defining any termsthat may becontrover-
sia or ambiguous. Thisisdoneto enable
the readers understand exactly what the
writer means

c. Making surethat the evidence employed
either intheform of facts, opinions, or in-
terpretationsof thefacts, fulfillsthe appro-
priatecriteria Thedatashould besufficient,
accurate, recent, typical, and the authori-
tiesshould berdiable.
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d. Making clear when conclusionsaboutthe e. Arrangingtheevidencein order to empha
dataareinferencesor interpretations, not sizewhat ismost important. Theevidence
facts. Theinferencebased onthe proof must isplaced at the beginning or theend, the
beafact that isvalid not based on subjec- most emphatic postioninanessay, andgive
tivemeasurement. more spacetoit.
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